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Abstract

I Eat Animal Meat:

The Relationship between Animals and Humans in
Uchizawa Junko’s “Kaigui”

Ayuki NAITO

This paper considers the relationship between animals and humans from the
perspective of meat eating. In recent years, there has been a strong interest in
eating meat, as evidenced by the increase in the variety and number of soybean
meats sold. The increasing number of meat-alternative food options is indicative
of the growing interest in meat-eating. Industrial livestock production, which
provides meat, has many problems from an environmental protection
perspective, including large emissions of carbon dioxide and methane gas and
water pollution. They threaten human food safety and are a danger to livestock.
Therefore, it has been criticized from the perspective of animal rights and
animal welfare. In recent years, discussions on animal ethics have been
increasing in Japan as well. The question of this article is: Does veganism
discuss meat eating? This article examines ways to think about the relationship
between animals and humans from personal experience through illustrator and
non-fiction writer Uchizawa Junko’s book “Kaigui”. “Kaigu” is a record of
Uchizawa raising three pigs with his own hands and eating their meat over a
year from October 2008 to September 2009 in Asahi City, Chiba. This book
details the close interactions between Uchizawa and the pigs, as well as the
reactions of the people surrounding them.

In the first section, examine Uchisawa’s works. Uchizawa has acquired the
attitude to face things by pushing her confidence into desperate situations.
Uchizawa’s attitude seems as if her is being swayed by the situation. Uchizawa
perceives events from personal experience and acts accordingly.

b

In the second section, I examine “Kaigui” in detail. Uchizawa cultivated
relationships with each of the three pigs, and eventually ate them. When
Uchizawa tasted the meat of the three animals, what flashed through her mind

was the life he had experienced in the abandoned house in Asahi City where
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the three animals lived. By eating the meat, Uchizawa incorporated into her
body the relationships she had built with each of the three animals. We do not
live only at the moment of killing animals and eating meat; we eat food while
being intertwined with various circumstances. When thinking about meat
eating, it is necessary to bring the individual back into the relationship between

animals and humans.
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